WELCOME TO
BEYOND THE
SCORE!

A NOTE FROM THE
EDITOR: HISTORY
DOESN'T HAVE TO
BE BORING!

PUBLISHED BY JUST SO KREATIVE- JSKSTORIES.COM




HE SCORE

Beyond the Score, an interactive newsletter unlikeI
e giving us a closer look at musical theatre historyj
ers, productions, composers, and more! You read that
ent is INTERACTIVE! That means you can click on certain|
things which will take you to cool videos and other neat sources!
This newsletter is meant to be a helpful learning tool as you explore the
theatre arts. We hope that you learn new things as well as enjoy the content.

There are many reasons why musical
theatre is important. Not only is it a way to
entertain and express emotions, but it can
be used as a tool for changing the world to
be a better place.

Entertainment

Just like people enjoy going to sports
games, people enjoy going to the theatre!
We like to see our favorite actors perform

beloved characters and hear classic songs

sung by talented people. This form of enter-
tainment has become a common pastime
for many because it allows the audience to
take a break from the day to day grind. In
addition, the theatre is a wonderful activity
for all ages and brings families and friends
together to enjoy.
Expression
Musical theatre is a way that many

people express themselves. Just like the

painter may create a portrait with their
emotions and their experiences, a theatre
artist can certainly do the same. Composers,
lyricists, and playwrights throughout history
have created scores and words to embody
their experiences and thoughts. As we
discuss musical theatre throughout these
newsletters, we will discover and highlight
important individuals who have used their
craft to express themselves. Actors, singers,
and dancers alike also use the performing
arts to express their individuality.
Change
Have you ever walked out of a thea-

tre and felt touched by the story or a song?

Or motivated to do something nice for

someone else? Have you left a performance

feeling emotional and you didn’t quite

know why? This is probably the most impor-

tant aspect of why musical theatre is impor-

tant. Wanting to change the world to be a

better place comes in all forms, whether
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that’s through volunteering in the commu-
nity, offering your opinion on a cause, or
just serving your neighbor. Theatre, howe-
ver, opens a window of opportunity to tell
fictional, and some non-fictional stories that
highlight social and cultural issues in our
day. Theatre artists strive for this goal in
mind because theatre is another path to use
in order to share a message of hope, peace,
or kindness.

All art forms are important, including
musical theatre. Musical theatre has the
ability to transport the audience to new
worlds and exciting stories. It can give
reprieve and relaxation to those who need
a break from their busy lives. We know that
we’ve been touched when we leave the

theatre thinking, “I want to make this world

a better place.”



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pj63Ecf3LQg
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because it utilizes three different art

rorms: | .
This is known as “the triple threat”.

Many performers to
achiéve “triple threat” status as they
progress through their careers.

and how it relates to theatre as a
whole.
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The Schuyler Sisters, Hamilton

TTTTTTTTTTTTTTT



When you have no words to

express your thoughts - you sing.

When you don’t have the words to

sing, you dance! Dancing in musical

theatre is not only used as a way
They don’t call it “musical theatre”
to entertain the audience, but also
for nothing! Music isn’t just set for songs
aod dorcal O . | as a story-telling device. Whether
u [ w. Musi
it’s an intimate duet or a rousing
can also be utilized in the background
group number, the choreography
during dialogue in scenes. This is called
can help the audience understand
underscoring. There is a wide variety of
the emotions that the characters
music genres throughout musical thea-
are feeling.
tre history. In today’s world, we continue

to see these traditional styles, as well as

new ones. While singing is a huge aspect

of musical theatre, we can’t forget the West Side Story, choreographed by Jerome

amazing composers and lyricists who Robbins, used dancing to portray different

help bring the music to the stage!

elements of the story. (above)

Acting is a fundamental aspect So while it is fun to pretend and be a
of theatre. Whenever a performer different person, it is equally impor-
is on stage, they are acting. That tant that the performers focus on
includes when they are singing and using their acting abilities to propel
dancing. Acting is more than just the story forward.

“playing a character”. Each actor
Aurdra McDonald is one of the top musicans in
on stage has an important duty to
the industry. Click on her photo to watch her sing,
help tell the story through their Elphaba and Clinda have a tender moment. From
"Climb Evr'y Mountain" from The Sound of Music.
characters. the musical, Wicked. (right)
(above)


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xbrqm3umaKg
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What do you want to learn

about in future issues?

Comment in the "Beyond the
Score" comments section found

on the website!
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