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A Golden Influence
The 1940’s and 1950’s were a 

joyous time for musical thea-

ter. The dances, songs, and 

performances kept people 

hopeful and excited about 

life. As one era comes to an 

end, however, a new chap-

ter is opened! New shows, new 

composers, and new styles 

emerge in the years following 

The Golden Age.
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The Golden Age truly left its legacy 
in the theater community because 
many of these shows are still 
performed today as revivals. Guys 
and Dolls, Oklahoma, The Music Man, and 
more have been revived to modern 
audiences. Some of these musicals 
have even been made into junior 
musicals for middle and high schools 
to perform! Revivals are often a cool 
opportunity for designers and direc-
tors to take a classic and put their 
own vision into it. Throughout your 
journey in the theater world, I’m 
sure you will see many revivals of 
these classic musicals. 

Revivals



Many composers after this era have used 

techniques and styles from the Golden Age 

to inspire their work. One great example is 

Crazy For You. This musical is a musical with all 

Gershwin music! Crazy For You was inspired by a 

movie called Girl Crazy, which was written by the 

Gershwins as well. Crazy For You came out in the 

1990’s and was a huge hit. The dancing, singing, 

and the story were like a blast into the past of 

the Golden Age. Musicals today still highlight 

Golden Age techniques and borrow fun styles 

from the time. It just goes to show that musical 

theater’s foundation was really built during this 

era, and has become timeless.
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Golden age Inspiration
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I have so many favorite musicals from this era, that I can’t just name one. So instead, 

I’m listing my top five! If you want to submit your top 5 Golden Age musicals, click here 

to submit them and we might just share it in a future issue! 

Carlee's top 5

https://jskstories.com/submit-to-jsk-stories/


B e y o n d  t h e 1 0

“Crazy For You (Musical) Plot & Characters.” StageAgent, https://stageagent.com/shows/musical/1455/crazy-
-for-you.

Ferdinand, Marilyn. “Seven Brides for Seven Brothers. (1954) "Barn raising" Choreography by Michael 
Kidd | Good old movies, Brothers movie, Musical movies.” Pinterest, https://www.pinterest.com/
pin/521713938055642485/.

Hidalgo, Louise. “The truth about the Sound of Music family.” BBC, 1 March 2015, https://www.bbc.com/
news/magazine-31658799.

Mackay, Barbara. “Crazy for You.” TheaterMania, 17 November 2017, https://www.theatermania.com/washin-
gton-dc-theater/reviews/crazy-for-you_83207.html.

“The Music Man | Theatre wiki | Fandom.” Theatre wiki, https://theatre.fandom.com/wiki/The_Music_Man.

Sources for images not cited, found in other issues. 

All other graphics were used from free stock image site: pixabay.com

SOURCES


