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The 1980's and 1990's ushered in new styles and exciting shows for musical theatre. 
Composers like Andrew Lloyed Weber, Stephen Sondheim, Stephen Flahtery, and Alan 
Menken, to name a few, created many musical works during this time. There was also a 
callback to the Golden Age of film and musical theatre, with some writers adapting old 
musical films for the stage. Some examples include The Wizard of Oz, Singin' in the Rain, 

and Seven Brides for Seven Brothers.

The 80's & 90's
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Mega?
The word “mega” means extremely large or 

huge. When referring to a musical as a mega 

musical - it’s just that! An extremely large musi-

cal! Large in cast, in instrumentation, in story, 

or in production. With the advancements in 

technology during this time, mega musicals 

were more possible. A chandelier falling down 

in The Phantom of the Opera, an actual heli-

copter landing center stage in Miss Saigon, and 

the outrageous makeup and costume design 

in Cats, are just a few examples of this mega 

musical movement.  
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Honorable Mentions

Once on This Island (1990)
Music by  Stephen Flaherty | Lyrics & Book 

by Lynn Ahrens

Crazy For You (1992)
Music by George Gershwin | Lyrics & Book 

by Ira Gershwin & Ken Ludwig

Into The Woods (1986)
Music by Stephen Sondheim | Lyrics & 

Book by James Lapine

Little Shop of Horrors (1982)
Music by Alan Menken | Lyrics & Book by 

Howard Ashman
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https://www.theatretrip.com/musicals-of-the-1990s/
https://www.theatretrip.com/musicals-of-the-1980s/
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https://www.theatermania.com/new-york-city-theater/news/into-the-woods-blu-ray-re-
lease_69890.html
https://playbill.com/article/how-howard-ashman-and-alan-menken-created-the-iconic-little-shop-
-of-horrors
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/109704940911547799/
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