
By yourself or in small groups, read the following scenario. Then, answer the discus-

sion questions.

You’re going to your local library to do some dramaturgy research for a play you’re 

a part of. When you enter the library, you notice a man and his dog walking in your 

direction. The dog is wearing a vest that says “service animal” on it. The dog is very 

cute and looks well-behaved. You’ve seen some dogs and cats before that wear 

the “service animal” vests, but you’re not quite sure what it means. Whenever you 

take your dog on walks, you always allow others to pet your dog. You’d like to pet 

the dog in the library, but you’re not sure if you should.

In this situation, why do you think the owner might not want you to pet their dog?

     > What kind of services do you think the dog provides for the man?

How are the service dog’s role and responsibilities different from other dogs that 

aren’t service animals?

     > How might petting the service dog negatively affect the dog or the man’s daily 

activities?

     > Hint: Do you think petting the service dog would teach the dog that it’s okay to be 

distracted from performing its duties in helping the man?

Scenario FIVE


